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Another War Message

Of the many extraordinary utter-
ences of the White House the latest, |
it will be scarcely denied, is the|
most extraordinary. Instead of Te- |
turning physical vigor softening the |
President’s weaknesses of temper, !
nis unreasoning acerbity seems to |
grow, !

This time he seems to curse out
practically everybody. Those whose
minds do not in all details go along
witn hizs own—and there are many
such—ara prima faeis wicked and
detestable. The brave men, living,
and dead, who won the war to pro-|
tect their homelands and civiliza-l-
tion from a wolf that was loose,
and sought a peace which
would insure the chaining of the
wolf until its vulpine nature showed
signs of change, are inferentially
condemned as imperialists who are
1o better than the Germans of 1914
1o 1918,

In all sobriety the question may
well be asked: “What right has any
man so to pass judgment on his
fellow beings?" For any one, no
matter how placed, to assume that
yefusal to accept his decisions estab-
lishes blackness of heart is to re-
veal a narrow arrogance which is
rare in human annals.

To find a parallel one needs go
back to Omar the Caliph, who
burned the Alexandrian library on|
ihe theory that if its books but re-
peated the Koran they were unneces-
siury. Whereas, if they disagreed
it they were vicious. Or to|
eld Proerustes, who placed those in
his power on his bed, chopping them
off if wo long or stretching them
ut 1F too shorl.
imazement is not lessened by re-
that this utterance is from |
ne man who said prior to our
ry {hat he did not know what
e war was about. Truly he did
nob know, Seemingly, he never|
learned. Ile never was really cured |
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lus erroy, The President is so con-
siituted as not to perceive that hope
of Tuture peace was slicht if a.|
ceard were not made that would |
diter other would-be conquerors, '

The net effect of the President’s
diplomaey, in both its seeret and
public a-pects, is to bring almost to
extinetion the high hopes the world
entertained eighteen months ago.
tis activities at Paris and aince
kave relighted the fires of the old
jealousies and discords. He says he
does not like the old order, but he
has perpetuated it. He declaima
against balances of power, but he
has contributed to ereating a condi-
tion that makes such balances prae-
tically inevitable. .

It is not as a crusader for peace |
that there is world ebjection to thai
President, but as a fomenter of bad
feeling, and thus of war.

\
|

The Stock Dividend Decision

It happens that current stock guo-
tations afford a striking illustration
of the accuracy of Justice Pitney's
words in the majority opinion of the
Supreme Court in the decision inval-
idating the income tax on stock divi-
denids.

The General Motors Company is
effecting a reorganization, one of
whose features is that each holder of
ane of its shares shall receive on sur-

render ten shares of a new issue.
Stockholders wish shares of lower
denominations—to have white chips

. instead of blue. But the property
back of the enlarged stock issue {s to
be identical with the property now
bacle of the old stock. In effect, al-
though not in precise form, there is
to be a stock dividend, though the
new shares are not to earry the dol-
lar mark.

£ ¢hio market both the old and
new stock are dealt in, and on Mon-
day the closing price of the old stock
was 801 and of the new stock 8034.
The ratio of value was 10 to 1, just
as was the ratio of the volume of the
old stock to the new.

Ten tenths as much equal 1 as two
halves equal 1. It is a mystery why
anybody ever thought a stock divi-
dend was income. A partial expla-

nation, perhaps, is found in the fact
that the filnancial writara sometimes
" loosely speak of “meion cuttings”

war meant nothing at all.

e

who hold securiti€s for a rise to seize
on any change as a “bull” argument,
But as important as the direct ef-
fect of the decision i3 the indirect
influence it is likely to exert. It er-
courages managers of property to
believe they are to have greater free-
dom in the management of business
confided to them. Companies, in-
stead of dissipating their resources,
may be led to invest their surpluses
in improvements, issuing stock
against them without falling under
penalty. What the public wants is
betterments, and in every way the
path thereto should be smoothed.

Unfreezing Railroad Values

The Supreme Court's decizion re-
quiring the Interstate Commerce
Commission to accept contempo-
raneous values of railroad rights of
way and terminals when making

irailroad wvaluations s highly im-

portant and calculated to revive the
spirits of unfortunate owners of
railroad property.

Other assessments are always on
present or existing values, but the
Interstate Commerce Commission has

“lleaned to the rule that original cost

or the amount invesied was the test.
Replacement cost was sought to be
ignored, and railroad owners were

i to take the risk of depreciation but

not to have a chance of increment.
Yet the railroads cannot go to equip-
ment manufacturers or the rail
makers and say: “Give us new cars
and locomotives or new rails at the
price we paid for the old ones.”
But the commission nevertheless has
been trying to value railroad rights
of way and terminals not at what
it would cost to-day to replace them,
but at the original cost years ago
when labor, materials and land were
half as dear as they are now.

No other producer is asked to sell
his product on the basis of the
costs of twenty or thirty years apo.
Yet the railroads have beer treated
by the commission as if their capital
value had been frozen a generation
back, and as if they were not en-
titled to share in the general incre-
ment caused by economic expansion
and war inflation. On the other
hand, if replacement costs were less
than the investment the lower figure
was seized on.

The same mental tendency was
glaringly exhibited at the outbrealk
of the World War. On August 1,
1914, the day on which Germany de-
clared war against Russin, the com-
mission gave out a deecision denying

the railroads, then in difficulties, an

To it the
But within
three months it had to recall its re-
fusal and allow a grudging inerease
of rates,

The new railroad law requires the
commission fo fix rates which will
permit a fair and reasonable return
on the property of the carriers. The
act didn’t preseribe rTeplacement

increase in freight rates.

worked out and whether it was pre-
pared to apply it with vigor fromthe
day war waa declared.

War with Germany didn’t take the
country unawares. Diplomatic re-
lations with Germany had been sus-
pended for a couple of months, A
clagh with Germany had been indi-
cated Igng in advance—from the day

of the Lusitania massacre, Thereal |

point made by Admiral Sims is that
cven after war was declared there
were no signs of a clear and vigor-
ous offensive or defensive policy at
sea. In the first six or eight months
of the war, he holds, “the depart-
ment violated numerous well recog-
nized and fundamental principles of
Wﬂr"'

Here is the gist of the Sims criti-
cism:

“If I am wrong and we wers pre-
pared, and if we had plans before
and at the beginning of the war simi-
Jar to those mnnounced on paper some
time after we declared war, and if
such plans wers in accordance with
the policy which was nctively and
actually pursued at the end of the
first six or eight months of the war,
then is it not a grave error that all
the forces; men and shipa which were
uetively 'engaged in the war zone at
the end of' this six months' delay
were not there at the end of the first
month "

That is the main thing to be de-
termined by the present inquiry.
The issue rises above partisanship
and personalities. It concernms the
future of the navy and the vital in-
tercsts of the country to know
whether or not we have a working
system of strategy according to
which the navy can be operated
when the hour strikes to fight.

. The Head of the Family

We fear that only a celibate could
have uttered Cardinal 0O'Connell’s
plea to males to assert their dignity
and leadership. Alas! marital dig-
nity cannot be maintained or re-
stored by any such easy method as
asserting it. Can any dignity be
saved by throwing out the chest and
in the chin and declaiming orders in
a loud, firm tone of voice? Wehave
yet to see such a result. The near-
cst appearance to it is cccasionally
found in certain variations of the
happy home. But it is only an ap-
pearance there, an easy pretense by
which male vanity is sated and femi-
nine subordination officially pro-
claimed while the matriarchy of the
American family swishes on its cer-
tain and mistressful way unabated,

Are men therrfore feminized or in
danger of becoming feminized? Ias
the American mother turning patri-
archal in soul as well as in authority
and emoluments? We doubt either
peril, Cardinal O'Connell’s eminent
authority to the contrary netwith-
standing. By the Turk's standard
there might be something in the
criticism, ‘The American male is a

value. Yet the commission has been |53 decline, patriarchally speaking,

fighting in the courts against using
replacement as a standard, on the

ground an original cost valuation |

would call for lower corhpensation.
The Supreme Court rejects this

other property in another, so far as
cost of operation and maintenance
is concerned. Congress intended to

from the magnificent Turk; and the
most shrinking American woman is
a brazen, sexless monster by harem
standurds., Taking a long look at
the processes of civillzation, we sup-
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u!,F.l\E"I \HI‘.]‘JUU{L victory 1dea. Sroscriptive attitude. It refuses t-.;'.l_“_]b“!m_mt};a“ been(fzra;ld.ualllyo,fgml
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© o time, Here is the source of (L e o0 ooy oeon g0 concerned, and | n¢ll means, and women have corre-

spendingly lost some of their utterly
feminine qualities as their uses to
soeicty have broadened,

give the railroads a fair return on | Buf has the process gone too far

somehow to coiperate In the davelop-
ment of a stable and efficlent rail-
road system. Such codperation is

even more by the interests of the
general public, which wants good
railroads and cannot hops to have
them unless investment in railroad
property is made safe,

Admiral Sims yesterday reiterated
his charges of inefficient naval ad-
ministration during the war. He
drew a sharp digtin¢tion between the
“magnificent way in which the navy
functioned in 1918, after it really
got into the war,” and the halting
way in which it functioned in 1917,
when, apparently, a clear war plan
was lacking. :

Admiral Sitas haz been put

ment, and over him stands the Pres-
ident, who is the Commander in
Chief. The question which the ad-
miral raises is not whether “civilian

professional cantrel, but whether the
existing contvol had made sufficient
use of the professional advice avail-
able for shaping a war program.
Naval opérating plans must be
made ahead, just as army operating
plans must be. That {s what general
staffs and war colleges are for. Ad-
miral Fiske gave the Navy Depart-
ment ample warning, in the earlier
stages of the World War, that there
was little chance that the United
States could be kept out of it. Every
intelligent naval atrategist could sce
the necessity of working out a
scheme of operations, to fit contin-
gencies. That should have been a
matter of routine precaution. The
question is whether the Navy De-

and in the practice of speculators
s

partment actually did have a plan

£
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not only required by equity to the
ra of rallroad property, but|®
S il |it 'were her job. The children are

the controlling power in the depart- |

1 | 1%y
|the value of their operating property. | :
But they cannot get this unless the 1'.1:111.{1 shouts of warning and the for-
Interstate Commerce Commisaion is|Mation of he-male clubs and the ob-
cured of its illusions and learns|Servation of a Fathers’ Day when

The Point of the Sims Charges division of labor.

control” ought te be superseded by |

| wife,

thig country, far enough to de-

the titular head of the family is to
be worshiped in his own right? Not
by any outward end visible signs we
can desery. The American mother
does run her home very much as if

largely hers to train and control in
the earlier years. That is part of
the working terms of partnership in
which the American marriage usu-
ally results. It is a rather natural
As the children
become older the American father
plays a larger part.

1f this jeint control fails to bring
up children ideally there is some con-
solation in the fact that other sys-
tems seem to err quite as egregiously
in other directions. Perhaps we are
too optimistic, but what we have
seen, for instance, of the British
husband in action and the British
child in inaction makes us regret

wrongly in the attitude of attack- K '°'Y little the American system of
ing individuals—even of attacking i°int-stock control that at least per-
tofvilian control” of the navy. | mits all }lmnds, big and little, to work
“Civilian control” s unavoidabls, 21°N& Without a bellowing foreman
since the Secretary of the Navy is | foiscare an_d obstruct and repress.

The Husband of Vesta Tilley

In a recent English by-election
—that at Ashton-under-Lyne—the
successful candidate, who pulled
through by a narrow majority,
owed his success, it {a said, to his
In the words of The London

| Times, “Sir Walter de Frecs re-

ceived the most valuable help from
Lady de Frece. The form in which
Sir Walter was introduced to the
constituency made much of the fact
that he is ‘the husband of Miss
Vesta Tilley.!”

It will be recalled that Nannie
Langhorne Astor revealed a most
happy faculty for the give and take
cratory so useful in election con-
tests, And as Vesta Tilley was a
most popular ornament of London
music halls, there is every reason
to believe she would have .had an
equal succesa in the réle of a pros-
pective M. P. The Times does not
say how active her part in the eon-

r(
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test was, or whether she made
speeches for her husband. Perhaps

the mere fact she had been Vesta,

Tilley was sufficient, The Times
remarks that “the most significant
fact” of the election is the indica-
tion ‘‘of the influence of woman in
politics and the power of the wom-
en's vote.”

The influence of women in Eng-
lish politics has not been disputed.
Long before they had the ballot
they entered on canvassing with a
zest unknown i4in this country.
With the vote, of course, their in-
fluence iz increased. American
women are now getting a taste of
politics, and they like the taste.
Those who want offices will get
them on the same conditions as men.
Others who prefer indirect power
will land their “hubbies” in Wash-
ington, Thera i3 mora than one
famous actress on the stage or on
the screen whose word in behalf of
her husband would go & long way
with the voters, ’

Killing the Landlord

An Uplift Bill With a Brownsville
< Trademark

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Tha Jesse rent commisaion
bill is & Brownsville Bolshevik's
dream of paradise, As an example ot
half-baked legislation 1t is inimitable
and wounld be entertaining if it affected
a less important matter. Freak bills
are no novelty and usually receive
seant attention. It is said, however,
that this bill ia being conasidered by
a committee of the Assembly.

It provides for threce commisaioners
who are to be experienced in rental
problems, but not engaged in the busi-
ness. It is not atated whether having
been an officer of the Tenants' Union
would qualify them. Their required
business ability is measured by a $6,000
salary, They are to have uncontrolled
power to determine what is a fair rent
for all the dwellings and apartments in
the city of New York. The only sppeal
from their deelelons lies as to matter of
law, .

The commission is empowered to fix
the rent rates and to make the whole
leasa for the owner in respect to all
its provisions. The owner has no de-
tiding wvoiee in the matter, not even
as to the end of the term. He is com-
pelled to keep his tenant indeflnitely,
but the tenant ean go when he pleases,

The owner's books, papers and cor-
respondence are to be at all times open
to the commisslon and its agents, and
the duty is put on the owner to fur-
nish floor plans, rent sachedules and
other data to nspist the commission in
determining what wages the owner
shall recelve for his forced labor on
behelf of the tenant. Rent so fixed is
not to be raised for a year, The om-
nisclent drafter of this bill was abls
to ses that the emergency would end
on the 31st of December, 1925. He
also was able to see that it existed
in all the larper cities of the state.
But the Assembly committee, it is
said, has found it ndvisable to limit
the emergency to New York City alona,
for reasona not stated,

The simple fact is that the three
56,000 men who would form such =
commisslon could not properly per-
form the duties thrust upon them
within the limit of their lifetimaes,

much less in the short life of the act. |

They could not even perform the ini-
tial act of fixing the rant. Their court
calendars would be erowded beyond all
ealenlation except ns the contending
partjes, chiefly the owners, would de-
spair of gaining any redress, while the
opportunity for graft swould
that of all the city departments com-
bined.

The bare fact that such a bill is
considered will doubtless put a stop
to the extension of past due mortgages
and raise the mortgage Interest rate.
It will also doubtless increase the de-
mund for the immediate payment of
principel, It will, of course, halt any
plans for building which any adventur-
ous builder might have been consider-
ing.

The nead of Naw York {s new build-
ings, Under such n law thers will bs
ne new building. Rent rates are find-
ing thelr new level in normal fashlon
and would do so without excosslve fric-
tion except for the parnicious work of
the organizers of disorder. No qunck
remedy with the Brownsvilla trade-
mark will have any other effect than to
make matters worse,

CHARLES E, MANIERRE.

New York, March 8, 1880.

If Only a Woman Ran Our Street

Cleaning Department

To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir: When an efficient woman is put
at the head of the Street Cleaning De-

partment, and a snow storm wvisits the |

city, owners will be compelled to elaar
their sidewalks. There also will be
constant supedvision of gutters at
sireet corners. As things are now
there are pools of dirty water waiting
for an outlet] * It fills one with indig-
natlon to ses such eriminal naglect]

WOMAN VOTER.

New York, March 7, 1520,

The Five-Day Week

To the Editor of The Tribune,

8ir: The eight-hour bill which your
correspondent Maurice Saunders re-
fers to distinctly states that more
hours may be added through the week
to make a shorter day Saturday. The
outaide number of hours permitted in
any one day is nine, and Lord knows
that's enough for any work! It would
not interfers with a five-day waeel,

MAUD SWARTZ,
New York, March 4, 1920,

Mercy Has Its Limits
(From The Charleston News-Courier)

If the Allies decide to revise the
treaty every time the Germans let out
8 squeal there soon won't be any
treaty left, It isn't well to be harsh
or unreasonable, but It 1a well to re-
mamber that Germany s pretty good
at equealing

+

exceed |

The Conning Tower

IT'S LONG PAST EVERYBODY'S BEDTIME

(Copyright, 1920, New York Tribune Ine.)

The Faculty
{(From a Student's Notebook)
MISS AMANDA BROWNING
If there were ostrich eggs Tor floors
- You could not step more softly,
In your hair is an invisible feather
Long and purple, which you toss.
Your jokes are gummed and labeled
In small neat hoxes— '
And every period you open one
And show your yellow tecth at the class,
MR. EZRA LIGHTFOOT
1 never knew Robespierra until now.
I never saw the Reign of Terror until now.
Ezra Lightfoot, as I pass your room,
Round and round you stamp, bellowing.
ue, woa to the unprepared|

MISS MARY RANDOLFH
There are shadows in her eyes,
She is all shadow—
Even her hands,—and yet
Her class is radiant.

DR. AONES HOLT

One day last spring
1 thought 1 saw a bud
In her hair—but | was mistaken,
It was the tip of a red pencill

MR, THOMAS WEATHERSTONE
I can see him walking into Latin~—
A thin, red man, with a red goatee
Covering his weak chin.
He whistles the lesson through his teeth
And the class laughs,
Then he gives ten extra lines of prose—
Old Red Herringl
MISS KATE GRAYSON
‘What does Miss Grayson think?
. A2 8 4 =
She holds the pulse of the school,
And her diagnosis is unerring.
Sometimes her medicine is bitter, but!——
MISS CORA WHITH
She has too big a heart
To be just a mother—
And so she teaches school,
FLorENCE RipLEY MASTIN, |

In an effort to shackle the so-called
freedom of tho press Assemblyman
| Lord has introduced a bill making it a
| erime to print tho details of a murder
or a-murder trial under headlines in
larger than 86-point type or mors than
{one column wide, As a limit to liberty,
we nra opposed to the bill; but In view
of other poassible laws we are in favor
of it. For instance, a law making it a
misdemeanor to print verse with long
linea in anything under two-column
mensure,

If the Bill becomes a law, we should
like to write the B-column gtreamer, in
96-point Adstyle Italics, on the story of
the first violation: TLord Bill Defier
Jailed for Fead.

We Meant “Comparatively Quietly™
Gentlemen: I been wondering all my
life if you pgentleman wrote your
articles 1 day ahead or wrote them up
in advance till T read your article
about me spending my birthdey greet-
ings quletly. If wyou had taken the
trouble to find out, here iz how 1
gpent my birthday., I spent my birth-
day trying to go to Mineola, L. I., and
get back to New York on the L. I. ry.
and if you will recall that was Satur-
day when they had a 2-inch-fall of
snow, witeh constitutes a blizzard as
far ps N. Y. iz concerned, so if you
| think I spent my birthday quietly you
| are making & monkey of yourself, and
when I got homo my wife as I have
nicknamed her said I wish you many
happy returns of the day, so I quietly
punched her in the jaw. I hope to
remain, RING W. LARDNER,.

It is a common American weaknesa
to boast of the American sense of hu-
\mor, and a common article of the
{ American falth that the British are
without that saline quality. On the
editorial page of the revered World
yesterday appeared this craditable
wheeza from Punch; “The rumor that
Carpentier and Dempsey, in order to
avold further fuss and publicity, have
decided to fight it ont privately, ap-
pears to Mave no foundation.” In or-
der to make this plain to the Ameri-
can 8. of h, the World captions the
wheeze, “The Gate Money Forbids.”

Does the profit on milk, butter, beef,
and pork come under the head of stock
dividends 7.

To stop all this argument sbout the
intangibility ond impalpability of a
stock dividend, just let us purchase
stock in a corporation. The stock will
| pass the dividend one day later.

OR :
O ever thus from childhood's hour
My fondest stocks would fade sway;
I ngver bought Ohio. Power,
But it went down like Wabash A.

Our candidate, Governor Henry J.
| Allen, has not signified his intention of
| condueting this column for a day, be-
cause, being probably like most people,
a mnon-reader of thla Colonnade of
Clarity, he never saw our offer, Hereby
he is warned that if he wrltes “My
attention hes been called,” we shall
throw our support to Hoover.

The Thenter Talkers
fAt “Abraham Lincoln')

Young Woman: “That's a fiue play. |
Really, I never knew much about
Abraham Lineoln before—except that |
he never told a lie.” |

An Elderly Woman: “I agree, my |
doar, it's & very impressive play. But |
you must admit that the ending is|
highly improbable.” |
]
“Director Elljs,”" says the Hoosler |
Reel News, “sent out and got a copy
of the Paris edition of the New York |
Herald and our hero reads his news in |
French, as he should)” That, aa the |
A, E. P. will testify, would make him |
more or less a hero. I

In $he same fascinating jourual wa |
read “Jack's real name is Willlam Har- |
rigan Dempaey. ‘Jack’ {s really a nom
de guerre.”

Really, 1t%a & nam. de "guerre/”

P A

| desire now is not to avoid, but rather

£ OH WE woN'T

N
N1

;.

~

S

& Vg

GO ,
L
)

L

S

Books

By
Heywoed Broun

“The Tall Villa,” by Lucas Malet
(Doran), 18 a novel, but it may well
serve as a textbook for those who want
to know how to entertain a ghost. There

need be no question that such advice
is needed. For all the intereat of the
Present generation in paychical research, |
wa treat apparitions with seant cour-
tesy, Suppose a visitor goes into &
haunted room and at midnight iz awal-
ened by a spectre who currics a blooady
dagger in_ one hand and his
head in the other; does the g
the ghost to put hia things down and
stay n while? IIs does not. Instead,
he rushes screaming from the room or
pulls the bedelothes over his head and
dles of fright.

Ghosts walk because they crave so-
claty and they get precious little of it.
Franeea Copley, the heroine of “Tha
Tall Villa,” manapged things much bet-
ter. When the apparition of Lord Ox-
ley first appeared' to her she did not|
faint or scream. On the coutrary, the
author tells us, “The breeding, in which
Frances Copley trusted, did not desort
her now. After the briefest interval|
she went on playing—she very much
knew not what, “discords mora than
probably, as she afterward reflected!"

After all, Lord Oxley may huve been
a ghost, but he was still a gentieman,
Indeed, when she saw him later she
perceived that the shadow “had grown,
in goma degree, substantial, taking on
for the most. part, definita osutline,
deflnite form and shape. That, namely,
of a young man of notably distinguished
bearing, dressed (In as far as, through
the sullen evening lght, Frances could

| pelled to chide him and even tearfully

| made a#zirreasive love,
tgrew rasping and hoarse.

make out) in clothes of the highes. |
fashlon, thongh according to a long dis-
carded coloring and cut.”

From friends of the family Frances
learned that young Oxley, who had bheen
dead about a century and a hil?, hnd
shot himself on account of unrequited |
love. After having looked him up and
found that he was an eligible ghost in
every particular, Frances decided to
take him up. She continued to play
for hlm without the discords. 1In fact,
she began to lock forwsrd to his after-
noon calls with a great deal of pleasure
Her husband did not understand her.
Sha did not like his friends, and his
friends’ frinnds were impossible, Ox-
ley’'s calls, on the other hand, weil a
social triumph. Ils was punctiliouely
exclusive, Nobody else could even see
him, When he came into the room
others often noticed that the room graw
suddenly and surprisingly chilly, but
the author fails to point out whether
that was due to Lord Oxley's statlon in
life or after life. |

Bit by bit the acqualntancé between |
Frances and the ghost ripened. At frst |
she never looked at him directly, but!
regarded his shadow in the mirrer. And
they commmunicated only through muslec.
Later Frances made so bold as to spenk
to his lordship,

“When sou first came,” she said, her
voice veiled, husky, even a little broken,
“I was afraid. I thought only of my-
self. 1 was terrified both at you and
what you might demand from me. I
hastened to leave this house, to go away
and try to forget. But I wasn’t per-
mitted to forget. While I was aWway
much concerning you was told me which
changed my fealing toward you and
showed me my duty. I have come back
of my own free will, I am still afraid,
but I no longer mind being afraid. My

to meet you. ¥or, as I have learned,
‘we are kinafolk, you and I; gnd sinca
this house is mine, you are in a sense
my goest. Of that 1 have ecoma to be

| known as “the bum’s rush” in the days
| before the Velstoad act,

glad. I claim you as part of my in-
heritince—the most valued, the most
welcome portion, if you so will it. If
I ean help, serve, comfort you, I am
rendy to do so to the utmost of my poor
capacity.'

Alexis, Lord Oxley, made no reply,
but it waa evident that he accepted her
aifer of servico and comfort graclously,
for he continued to call regularly. His
manners were perfect, although it is
true that he never sent up his eard, and
yet in ona matter Frances felt com-

ore & reformatien. It made her
nervous when she neticed one day that
he carried in his right hand the ghoat
of the pistol with which he had shot
himself, Apgrecubly he abandoned his
ceentury ald habit, but later he was able
to give more convincing proof of his
regard for Frances; She was alone in
the Tall Villa when her husband’s wul-
gar friend, Morris Montagu, ecalled, He
came to tell her that her husband was
behaving disgracefully in South Amer-
icd, and on the strength of that fact he
“Montagu's voice |
But before,
paralyzed by disgust and amazement,
Frances had time to apprehend his
meaning or combat his purpose, his
course, pawlike—though much mani-
cured—haond grasped her wrist.”
Suddenly the room grew chilly and
Morris Montagu, in  mortal terror, re-
laxed his grip and began to run for
the door ms he cried, “Keep off, you
accursed devil, I tell you. Don't touch
me, Ah! Ah! Damn you, keep off”"——
It is evident to the resder that the
ghost of Alexis, Lord Oxley, is giving
tha wvulgar fellow what used to be

At any rate,
the voice of Montagu grew fecble and
distant and died away in the hall. Then
the front door slammed. Framces was
soved!

After that, of course, it was evident
to Alexis, Lord Oxley, and Frances that
they loved each other. He began to
talk to her in a husky and highfalutin
style. He even stood close to her chair
and patted her head. “Presently,” writes
Lucas Malet, “his hand dwelt shyly,
lingeringly upon her bent head, her
cheek, the nape of her slender neck. And
Frances felt his hand us a chill vet
tender draw, encireling, playing upon
her. This affected lier profoundly, as
attacking her in some sort through the
medium of her senses, from the human
side, and thereby augmenting rather
than allaying the fever of her grief”

Naturally, things could not go on in
that way forever, and so Alexis, Lord
Oxley, arranged that Frances should
cross the bridge with him 'into the next

life, It was not difficult to arrange
this. She had only to dle. And so she
did. All of which goes to prove that

though it Is well to be polite and well
spolen to ghosts, they will bear watch-
ing as much as other men.

“The Tall Vilia" is readabls, though
it meems to us to deal seriously with a
theme which forever trsmbles on the
brink of burlesque.

A Moderate Reguest

(From The Nashuille Tennessean)
The railroaders threaten to cause

trouble unless Woodrow assures them
of sn immediate drop in prices, Be-
fore demanding that he repesl the
natural law of supply and demand,
why not let him start on something

ensler—have him, for instance, declare

the law of gmavitatton unconstitn-
tiomalt ,

Rate
A Sailor’s Plea That It B

Continued
To the Editor of The
Bir:

roads were taken over by thelr prives

F urloui_ I‘i:_re

Tribune,

On February 20, when the ni

owners, a most favorable cyncessin
which had been gllowed men of tu
army and navy was discont

This was known as the reduoced fur

nued.

lough fare rate, permitting servics ma
to travel to their station at the rateal
1 per cent a mile, plus war taz, whia
leave of ahsence was granied.

The high eost of
with the prescnt law rat
vailing throughout the se
hold-up by Congress of
the rate of pay tend to muke tl
of the service man an
one. Fur instance, we !
ship several men wi
Texas, two from Ok
from Arkansas. Tliere are
of others from adjoining
the first mentionec
to save their pay
yvear before they can
funds to pay the railioad
homes. i

I believe the railroad officials o
openminded upon the =ubject i
could be brought to see the great far!
which would be conferred upon servict
men if the furlough fare rate could b
restored, or at least tried out, ford
limited time until conditions wen
again normal,

ENLISTED MAN, U.& K

U. 8. 8. Michigan, Navy Yard, Pt
delphia, Pa., March 8, 1920.

A numba

r EINEE,

Tara totae!

The Relief of Vienna
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: At the last meeting of our &
ecutive committee the roport ne resd
showed that almost S$10.000 had b
sent for the purchese of clothisg ¥
be used mainly for the litile ones #
the stricken City of Vienna A m“:
sage received from the President®
the Republic of Austria gives the
formation that the children below fou
years are the chief sufferers,
it is no uncommon si
wrapped in paper and
dren in burlap and in r

The awful need of clo e
plies in the hospitais whire =2 !'ﬂ:.
convalescent childre ¢ cared &

has prompted the relief commiftet ¥
concentrate a good portion of the W"I‘
to relleve the condition. Al
about ten thousand dollars have bet
sent through both the Americsd
lief Administration and the Americs
Friends ' Servica Committen (Quske®™
of Philadélphia, which is doing =F‘j:
did work at present. The rusponse ™
tickets for the concert, at wiich pre
nent operatic stars will participatet G
which will take place on Mar .
Patrick's Day) at
Hall in East Fifty-eighth Stroel
gratifying.

Mr. Sidney Rich, & former Afnfﬁ"i
Vice-Consul in Germany, 8 si‘f'"_“
good portion of his tims in b"’"‘d_
to the attention of Americans the L
perate needs of the children
He has recently returned from 8 P
tracted visit abroad and hat m”'f
thetic storfcs to rolate of their®
ferings. .

Contributions of sany nmoﬂﬂtc:
matter how small, ure gratefullyf
celved and acknowledged by the A"
fcan Clothing and Hospitsl ol
Yorkvills Bank, Eighty-ffth Street
Third Avenue, New York City.

AMERICAN CLOTHING RELUR

New York, Maxch B, 1920 "

the
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